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We hope your child enjoys their time in our purpose built Nursery at
Holsworthy Church of England Primary School.We look forward to
working with you to develop confident, independent and successful
learners during this exciting stage of their school journey.

Times of Sessions
Morning Session 9.00am – 12.00am
Afternoon Session 12:00am – 3:00pm
We ask that you provide your child with a healthy packed
lunch if attending during lunchtime (12.00-1.00).
If you are eligible for free school meals a packed lunch
will be provided. Please ask for details if this applies to
your child.

Cost
Holsworthy Nursery: £4.00 per hour (£12.00 per session).

Funding Entitlement
Children who are three years old are eligible for 15 hours free entitlement per week from the term
following their third birthday. Additional sessions can be bought if there is availability. We offer
lunchtime provision for those who wish to extend their sessions

Our Aims
 To provide a well planned, motivating environment where children can develop skills and
knowledge and be active in their learning
 To provide a welcoming inclusive environment where partnerships can be built
 To work in partnership with parents and carers as co-educators
 To learn from parents’ knowledge of their children to support their learning
 To value children’s curiosity and creativity, giving time for their thoughts and feelings and to foster
active learning
 To know and respect children so that they can become secure and confident in their relationships
and enjoy being in the nursery class
 To help children become skilful communicators who connect with others through language,
symbol making and play
 To work with colleagues from other agencies in the best interest of each child
 To be good role models in our attitudes and behaviour

How will my child be learning?
Our highly trained practitioners provide the curriculum, which
includes the environment, materials, activities and adults working
alongside children to promote growth in their social, intellectual,
physical and emotional development.
Children have first hand experiences where they can explore,
create and become more independent in doing things for
themselves. The learning environment provides rich opportunities
for developing communication skills, investigation and children’s
creativity. We ensure that children are able to make choices and
provide resources that enable them to initiate their own play and
learning, with adults supporting them in following their ideas.
Across the areas of learning we place great emphasis on developing children’s independence and
thinking skills. We also aim to help your child develop skills and attitudes to become a lifelong learner:





Children will learn through playing and exploring – showing curiosity, pretending, and
being willing to “have a go”
They will develop active learning - being involved, concentrating, enjoying challenge
and keeping on trying.
They will learn about creating and thinking critically - having their own ideas, making
links in their thinking and planning ways to do things. When your child moves to
Reception the teacher will continue to plan to this curriculum. It sets out 7 areas of
learning and development.

Curriculum
There are three prime areas:

Personal, Social and Emotional Development
 Having respect for other people
 Forming positive relationships
 Having confidence in your own abilities
 Being an individual and belonging to a community
 Being able to make choices and take responsibility
 Being able to express and manage your feelings
 Becoming independent and helping others
 Having feelings of wonder and joy
 Sharing and celebrating special times and events

Physical Development
 Developing co-ordination, control and movement
 Building stamina and strength
 Learning to move in various ways
 Manipulating tools and materials
 Making healthy choices with food and exercise

Communication and Language




Developing confidence and skills in expressing yourself
Talking, listening, discussing and recalling
Play in a rich language
environment

And four specific areas:

Literacy






Enjoying stories-telling them, making them up
Enjoying books
Enjoying rhymes and word play
Making marks and writing letter shapes
Writing for different purposes

Mathematics







Understanding and using number
Counting, sorting, matching, seeking patterns, recognising relationships
Making simple calculations
Exploring and comparing shapes, quantities, weight etc.
Finding ways to solve mathematical problems
Using maths language

Understanding the World






Finding out about people, places, technology and the environment
Observing closely world around you and processes
Finding out about the past
Exploring, experimenting and having ideas
Experiencing and changing materials

Expressive Arts and Design
 Representing and communicating your ideas
through music, dance, art, role play, imagination,
language
 Having original ideas and thoughts
 Imagining and creating
 Planning, making and designing things

How will I know how my
child is progressing?
We want to work in partnership
with you as parents or carers to
ensure that your child has the best
chance to learn and grow. Visits
are offered to new children and
you are welcome to come in to
join us and also to help with
activities in nursery.
We work alongside children and
make observations to note what
they can do, how they approach
their learning and to ascertain
their stage of development.
Observations and photos are
displayed in the Learning Journey folder, along with samples of drawings and mark making, which
illustrate the progress and interests of your child during their time in the nursery. You can look at the
Learning Journey at any time and it is shared with the next teacher when your child moves into Reception
class. You will also have the opportunity to meet with your child’s teacher more formally every term and a
celebration report will be sent home at the end of the year.

What is a Key Person?
Each child has a Key Person who will help to settle in and take the smaller Key group each day for focused
story reading and other activities. She will also keep the Learning Journey up to date. We hope the Key
Person will make a special bond with your child to help them feel secure and confident to make
relationships with other adults and peers.
However, do feel free to talk to any member of staff, not just the Key Person, as we all work with all the
children during the sessions.
Please do come in and talk to the Key Person (or any member of staff) if you want to talk or raise any
concerns or celebrations of your child’s learning. We love to hear what they are doing outside of nursery as
this can help us to plan activities that will be motivating and build on their home experiences.

What’s the Daily Routine?
The main entrance door is opened at the beginning of each session. If you need to enter the building
after the start of each session please ring the doorbell at the main door and a member of staff will
respond as soon as possible. This is the ONLY way in or out of the Nursery to ensure all children and staff
are kept safe during teaching sessions.
Children come in and hang their coats/bags up on their pegs and put their name card in the basket, adults
greet children and carers. Help your child to choose an activity and stay a while or come to the carpet if
that is indicated. Please try to arrive at school on time so that you and your child are there for the day’s
input and information sharing.

Key group time
During this focused time in small groups we read a story and discuss it, play listening games, develop and
practice maths skills or share our thoughts and news.
Children can then choose whether to go in or out, and what area to play and work in. Adults may work in a

specific area, supporting children who come there and talking about their learning; or we run a “focused
activity” where we ask specific children to come and take part, and where we can teach skills or support
their language and thinking.
We have a daily Leap into Life session that helps develop physical literacy so that children get the very best
start to their physical development.
There is a balance between adult-initiated and child-initiated learning. Children have their snack mid
morning/ afternoon.
Tidy up time is something expected of everyone before singing and a story before home time.

What do you do about behaviour?
The first way children learn how to interact is by observing
how adults behave with one another and with children. We
aim to be a good role model for behaviour and resolving
conflict. We want children to learn how to manage their
feelings and actions.
We always praise appropriate behaviour, to show we have
noticed it and to reinforce that to other children that this is
the behaviour we encourage, e.g. helping others, being kind, sharing, working calmly indoors, listening to
others etc. If we see unwanted behaviour we always state the behaviour we would like the child to try
instead.
We talk about behaviour such as speaking kindly to someone or trying to empathise with how they feel.
We talk about what feelings are, and give children the vocabulary to talk about they are feeling. We discuss
what we could do when a child is upset or is acting in an unkind way. We encourage children to tell each
other if they do not like certain behaviour and how they want to be treated, but also to tell their friend
when they have been behaving well. We talk about what we could do to resolve a conflict, at the time it
arises.
We do not tolerate hitting, spitting, biting, throwing objects or abusive language. We deal with such
incidents swiftly while the incident is fresh. Occasionally a child will have to stay close to an adult if we feel
they are not able to control themselves. We will talk with you if we have any concerns, and discuss
strategies we can share. We love to be able to report to you instances of kindness, co-operation,
perseverance and so on.

What should my child wear?
Please send your child in comfortable, easy to manage clothes that they can move in and are easy to
remove for going to the toilet. Old clothes are fine; we are a hands-on, messy nursery – despite having
aprons and protective clothes your child will get messy or muddy! Shoes should be appropriate, i.e. they
support the feet so no flip -flops or heels. They should be suitable to run around in.
Jewellery should not be worn. Bring in a spare set of clothes to put on the peg in case of toilet accidents,
getting wet in the water tray etc. Most children bring in a pair of spare
wellies, which can be kept here. A warm coat is also essential as we try to
go out every day throughout the year if possible. We place a strong
emphasis on outdoor learning, in our extensive outdoor area, and are
committed to children learning through practical, hands on activities. There
are opportunities to cover all the areas of learning outdoors, and to
experience weather and seasons first hand. It is helpful if your child
practices taking off shoes or putting on their coat, and can manage clothes
themselves, although we will spend time on this in class to help their
independence in self-care. Please name clothes, especially hats, coats and
school jumpers.

What if someone else is collecting my child?
Please tell us and we will write it on our information board. We will not let any child go with someone else
without your permission, even a parent we know.

What if my child is ill?
If your child is unwell, please let us know and keep them at home until they are better (at least 48 hours In
the case of sickness or diarrhoea) if your child has a contagious illness it is helpful to know so that we can
inform other parents.
We can give inhalers and medicine but only if it is prescribed, and a medicine form will need to be filled
out. Headlice - a fact of school life! Please ask for an information sheet if required.

What if my child is still in nappies?
We have purpose built low-level toilets and nappy changing facilities within the unit, situated in the
classroom area for easy access. We are happy to support you and your child during the potty/toilet training
stage and encourage independence as soon as possible. Please send in spare nappies and wipes if
necessary with your child.

What if my child is absent?
Please let us know any reason for absence so that it can be recorded in the register. The school encourages
parents to try and take holiday outside of term time if possible. If this is unavoidable please ask for a
holiday request form from a member of staff.

Can we bring in toys?
We do not encourage you to bring in toys from home as they easily get lost or broken. However, when a
child is settling they may need a soft toy to help them initially. Instead, please feel free to bring in things to
add to a display or that are relevant to any topic we are learning about.

Mobile Phones
Mobile phones should not be used on the school premises if possible, and certainly not in any classroom.
Please respect this policy so that your attention is centered on your child whilst in class.

How can I get involved more in my child’s school?
We have an active PTA group consisting of dedicated parents, carers and staff of the school who organise
and run fun activities and fundraisers to raise money for the school. The money generated also helps to
fund enrichment and improvements to the children’s experiences from Nursery upwards. If you would like
to learn more please look on our school website or contact the school office.
If you have any further questions please do not hesitate to speak to a member of the team
Kerry Pantoll: Early Years Lead and Reception Class Teacher.
Sue Knock: Nursery Teacher
Kelly Piper: Early Years Practitioner
Andrea Nosworthy: Early Years Practitioner
Megan Lewis: Early Years Practitioner

